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ABOUT THE ALBANY AQUA DUCKS [image: image2]
Offering Daily Historic Tours in 2010 through Oct. 31

The Albany Aqua Ducks operate the only amphibious tour company in Upstate New York. Starting in 2006, they have added three trolleys to their fleet, offering additional opportunities for residents and visitors to enjoy the New York’s Capital City. 

Based in the Albany, the Albany Aqua Ducks started operations in 2004 and offer 90-minute, guided tours of Albany that include a land excursion through historic its historic districts, with a “Splashdown” that gives a mariner's view of the city's skyline from the Hudson River.  And, they have welcomed more than 100,000 guests.

Departing from the Albany Visitor Center in QUACKenbush Square, Albany Aqua Ducks transport guests in U.S. Coast Guard certified, state-of-the-art HYDRA-TERRA amphibious vehicles that travel on a unique, educational and fun-filled tour of Albany's historic areas. The vehicle then becomes a vessel as it splashes into the Hudson River to see USS Slater, the Dutch Apple Cruise ship and other sites only visible from the vantage point of the river.

Albany Aqua Ducks also provide condensed amphibious tours operating from special events taking place in the City of Albany.
Albany Aqua Ducks offer affordable, educational field trips for the region's school children - field trips developed by educators with an emphasis on curriculum appropriateness by age group. Each field trip combines a “marine component” with science or social studies related blocks. 

Albany Aqua Ducks' vehicles are available for charters, providing a new and exciting way to enjoy corporate outings, reunions, weddings and themed birthday parties.   

Albany Aqua Ducks operate with newly constructed 42-passenger, HYDRA-TERRAs - the safest amphibious vehicles available.  They offer comfortable spacious seating in fully carpeted interiors. For cool spring and fall outings, the vehicles are equippedwith heaters and roll-down windows. The Albany Aqua Ducks'   HYDRA-TERRAs are approved by the U.S. Coast Guard for operation on the Hudson River.            

Operators are U.S. Coast Guard licensed captains who also hold New York State Department of Motor Vehicles’ CDL licenses for land operation. Specially trained tour guides provide educational and fun narratives as Albany Aqua Ducks travel the streets and river for all to enjoy

ABOUT THE ALBANY TROLLEYS

Offering Daily Historic Tours from June through Early September

Starting on July 5, 2006, the Albany Trolleys returned to service in New York’s Capital City. 

The Albany Trolleys are division of the Albany Aqua Ducks and offer on/off tours of the city, stopping at 18 locations during their travels.  Every ticket is an all day ticket to ride with guests enjoying a one-hour, conductor-narrated tour of the city.  Riders may board and re-board throughout the day at any of the 20 locations as they continue their sightseeing excursions.

The Capital District Transportation Authority (CDTA) announced in February 2006 that it would cease operating its tourist trolley service in Downtown Albany, noting a decline in customers since the Albany Aqua Ducks launched amphibious tours of the city in 2004.

Restoring the trolley service is viewed as part of ongoing efforts to make Albany one of the premier destinations in New York State and offers an excellent way for residents and visitors to enjoy all Albany has to offer.

Each Trolley can accommodate more than 20 passengers and begins and ends their tours of Albany from the Albany Heritage Area Visitors Center at QUACKenbush Square, operated by the Albany County Convention & Visitors Bureau. 

In addition to tours, the Albany Trolleys have developed special packages with restaurants and other venues in Albany. They also are available for charter – corporate outings, proms, bar/bat mitzvahs, weddings, reunions, birthday parties – any special occasion

The Trolleys also offer educational field trips and special tours such as Chocolate and Sweets’ Tours, dinner and theater and more!
